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During all our nation’s wars and conflicts, more than 650,000 
Americans have given their lives in combat.  Their names are inscribed 
upon headstones at cemeteries and burial grounds across the nation and 
overseas – and are written upon a roll of honor that reminds us of the 
price paid to earn and defend our freedom. 

 

On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those brave Americans whose 
service and sacrifice have kept our nation strong and free.  It is a day to 
mourn their loss, and to comfort the family members and friends who still 
grieve the passing of their loved ones.  But the sorrow of Memorial Day is 
tempered by hope and pride – the hope that comes with knowing that we 
live in a nation that is still worth fighting and dying for, and the pride that 
comes with knowing that our flag flies high because of the uncommon 
valor found in so many of our fellow citizens. 

 

We remain a nation at war, so we have added more names to our roll 
of honor in the recent past, and we will surely add more in the near future.  
May their loved ones take some solace from knowing that we, as a nation, 
will never forget their names nor neglect their memories.  For we shall 
never forget, at least as long as we wish to remain free. 

 

This Memorial Day, please set aside some time to observe the 
reasons for the holiday.  I also ask that you please be mindful of your own 
safety and the safety of those around you.  Memorial Day is the traditional 
start of summer, a season when accidents tend to increase in number.  So 
be aware, be smart, and be safe, and stay accident-free throughout the 
Memorial Day weekend, the summer season, and the rest of the year. 

 

May you and your family have a very happy and safe Memorial Day – 
and may God grant eternal rest to those who died for our sake, and 
everlasting comfort to those who mourn them. 

 
Jerome Johnson 

Major General, US Army 
Commanding 
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